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I hold to those views also. But there are ways and ways of guaranteeing protection to every single interest. It will be for those 'of us who will be putting our heads together to try to evolve a scheme. Nobody would be hampered in pressing his own views on the members of this very informal conference or meeting. We need not call it a committee. I have no authority to convene any committee or to bring into being a committee. I can only act as a humble messenger of peace, try to get together representatives of different interests and groups, and see whether, by being closeted in one room and by heart-to-heart conversation, we may not be able to remove cobwebs of misunderstanding and see our way clear to the goal that lies so hazily before us today.
I do not think, therefore, that anybody need be afraid as to being able to express his opinion or carrying his opinion also. Mine will be there equal to that of everyone of us; it will carry no greater weight; I have no authority behind me to carry my opinion against the opinion of anybody, I have simply given expression to my views in the national interest, and 1 shall give expression to these views whenever they arc opportune. It will be for you, it is for you to reject or accept those opinions. Therefore please disabuse your minds, everyone of us, of the idea that there is going to be any steam-rolling in the Conference and the informal meetings that I have adumbrated. But if you think that this is one way of coming closer together than by sitting stiffly at this table, you will not only carry this adjouxnmcut motion, but give your whole-hearted co-operation to the proposal that I have made in connection with these informal meetings.1
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87.   NOTE FOR EVELTN CLARE
[After October J9 1931]*
1.15   30th Oct.   Do not take more than 1J hours. From a photostat:  S.N.   17927
1 The motion was put to vote by the chairman and was earned.
2 This note was made byGandhyi on a letter dated October 1, 1931   fxom the addressee inviting him to lunch at a meeting of the Fitutanan Society, Doddington, Kent The meeting according to a further letter from Glare was to be held at Qrosyenpr House Hotel, London,